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What is GUI?

Understanding Taiwan Tax Regulations

In Taiwan, all enterprises must apply to purchase pre-printed
invoice books from the Government. Only Government printed
invoice books can be used for issuing invoices to customers.

Background

Taiwan GUI stands for Government Unified
Invoice. In Taiwan, all enterprises must apply to
purchase pre-printed invoice books from the
Government. Only Government printed invoice
books can be used for issuing invoices to
customers. If a company would like to use self-
printed invoices, it must apply for pre-approval
from the Government. Further, such self-printed
invoices must bear serial numbers allocated by
the Government.

If an invoice is issued by one business entity to
another, the invoice must bear the Government
Unified Invoice Number of the other entity. The
Government Unified Invoice Number is generally
viewed as the identity number of a business
entity in Taiwan.

Through control over the serial numbers on GUI
and also the counterparty’s GUI number, the
Government can track invoices issued by one
business to another. Through cross-checking VAT
filings to income tax returns, it is difficult for
businesses in Taiwan to under-report income.

Also as a means to prevent businesses from
under-reporting income for transactions carried
out with individuals by not issuing GUIs, the
Government has introduced a lottery system
using GUI serial numbers. The purpose of this
mechanism is to encourage individuals to ask
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sellers to issue GUIs. Customers that obtain GUIs
for non-business purposes can cross-check GUI
serial numbers to rotary numbers announced by
the Government. The top prize of the rotary is set
at TWD 10 million. Please see the appendix for
samples of different types of GUIs in Taiwan.
Please see the appendix below for examples of
GUIs.

Cancellation of GUI/ Sales Return

If cancellation occurs within the same VAT filing
period, the seller has an obligation to retrieve the
original GUI from the customer. Once the original
copy has been retrieved, the seller should mark
the copy “cancelled” and issue a new GUI to the
customer.

If cancellation occurs subsequent to the VAT
filing period, the buyer needs to complete and
rubber stamp a “Sales return, purchase return,
and discount note form 4 &[] ~ EEEH K
HreEs5HHE)" and return it together with the
original GUI to the seller. Through this procedure,
VAT can be claimed back as credit in the next
VAT filing.

Sales Discount

Sales discounts granted should be disclosed
under the remark section of the GUI. If the sales
discount occurs after the GUI is issued but within
the same VAT filing period, the seller should



retrieve the original GUI and re-issue a revised
GUI to the customer.

If a sales discount is granted subsequent to the
VAT filing period, the buyer needs to complete a
“Sales return, purchase return, and discount note
(FHEIRE] ~ #EER K rs#:GHE)." There is no
need to return the original GUI to the seller in
this case.

VAT on sales returns or sales discounts can be
claimed back as credit in the VAT filing if proper
procedures have been carried out to justify the
transaction.
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Appendix

Local invoices also known as GUIs (Government Uniform Invoices):

1. Triplicate GUI:
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2. Cash Register GUI:

S HEARR RN (ZW00ER)
SRR c®En RS
cHES/AATRR ) \ EZBO0

CR D B L BE RIS e
FACa L L TSR, Ve 1

gi;r.“ﬁﬂhjl

ARl LS IR @

RmELBRES)
| MR A toies Lsak
s ¥ 15X
ov’.’.‘ -
® ¥ =X
MEm My L 2 T
R e
ol r.as
- - an
TR ANeEy
A 1 =
LB I
. 3 I
L3 Bt

O4tnINSAIRC LAY TILATAILIIN
WDATRW TR OSI00 ' 444 WIS BN O

-!A EMImE maue - o
T et T

© Grant Thornton 2026. All rights reserved.
Member firm within Grant Thornton International Ltd



3. Printed out version of Internet GUI:
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