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What is GUI?  
Understanding Taiwan Tax Regulations 

In Taiwan, all enterprises must apply to purchase pre-printed 

invoice books from the Government. Only Government printed 

invoice books can be used for issuing invoices to customers.

Background  

Taiwan GUI stands for Government Unified 

Invoice. In Taiwan, all enterprises must apply to 

purchase pre-printed invoice books from the 

Government. Only Government printed invoice 

books can be used for issuing invoices to 

customers. If a company would like to use self-

printed invoices, it must apply for pre-approval 

from the Government. Further, such self-printed 

invoices must bear serial numbers allocated by 

the Government.  

If an invoice is issued by one business entity to 

another, the invoice must bear the Government 

Unified Invoice Number of the other entity. The 

Government Unified Invoice Number is generally 

viewed as the identity number of a business 

entity in Taiwan.  

Through control over the serial numbers on GUI 

and also the counterparty’s GUI number, the 

Government can track invoices issued by one 

business to another. Through cross-checking VAT 

filings to income tax returns, it is difficult for 

businesses in Taiwan to under-report income.  

Also as a means to prevent businesses from 

under-reporting income for transactions carried 

out with individuals by not issuing GUIs, the 

Government has introduced a lottery system 

using GUI serial numbers. The purpose of this 

mechanism is to encourage individuals to ask 

sellers to issue GUIs. Customers that obtain GUIs 

for non-business purposes can cross-check GUI 

serial numbers to rotary numbers announced by 

the Government. The top prize of the rotary is set 

at TWD 10 million.  Please see the appendix for 

samples of different types of GUIs in Taiwan. 

Please see the appendix below for examples of 

GUIs.  

Cancellation of GUI/ Sales Return 

If cancellation occurs within the same VAT filing 

period, the seller has an obligation to retrieve the 

original GUI from the customer. Once the original 

copy has been retrieved, the seller should mark 

the copy “cancelled” and issue a new GUI to the 

customer.  

If cancellation occurs subsequent to the VAT 

filing period, the buyer needs to complete and 

rubber stamp a “Sales return, purchase return, 

and discount note form (銷貨退回、進貨退出及

折讓證明單)” and return it together with the 

original GUI to the seller. Through this procedure, 

VAT can be claimed back as credit in the next 

VAT filing.  

Sales Discount 

Sales discounts granted should be disclosed 

under the remark section of the GUI. If the sales 

discount occurs after the GUI is issued but within 

the same VAT filing period, the seller should 
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retrieve the original GUI and re-issue a revised 

GUI to the customer. 

If a sales discount is granted subsequent to the 

VAT filing period, the buyer needs to complete a 

“Sales return, purchase return, and discount note 

(銷貨退回、進貨退出及折讓證明單).” There is no 

need to return the original GUI to the seller in 

this case. 

VAT on sales returns or sales discounts can be 

claimed back as credit in the VAT filing if proper 

procedures have been carried out to justify the 

transaction. 

 

Contact 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jay Lo 

Managing Partner            

T +886 2 2789-0887 ext. 1314      

E  jay.lo@tw.gt.com         

www.grantthornton.tw 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.grantthornton.tw/


 
©  Grant Thornton 2026. All rights reserved. 
Member firm within Grant Thornton International Ltd 

 



 

 

©  Grant Thornton 2026. All rights reserved. 
Member firm within Grant Thornton International Ltd 
 

Appendix  

Local invoices also known as GUIs (Government Uniform Invoices): 

 

1. Triplicate GUI: 
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2. Cash Register GUI: 
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3. Printed out version of Internet GUI: 
 

 
 

 


